
Martha Tamburrano is the new President and
Chief Executive Officer of The Episcopal
Home Communities, effective May 1, 2005.

Preceding that appointment by three weeks, Gretchen
Brickson became Executive Director of The Kensington
on April 11.

Mrs. Tamburrano served as The Episcopal Home
Communities’ Vice President of Operations for the last
three-and-a-half years. Known to the members of the
Episcopal Home Communities family as Marty, she
succeeds Kevin Gerber, who joined the Communities 
as President and CEO in 2001.

Staff, residents and friends of The Episcopal Home
Communities are pleased by the Board of Directors’
choice of a familiar face to lead the organization 
forward. Board Chair Larry Day appointed fellow
Board Member Austin Weston as Chair of the Search
Committee, which convened in March to consider how
to proceed. Mr. Weston said, “As we thought about
what is required of the job, we realized pretty quickly
that we needed look no further than the office down
the hall from Kevin’s. We are fortunate that the most
qualified person was right in front of us. With Marty
able to assume her new role immediately, we can keep
the momentum going here, rather than treading water
for months during a prolonged nationwide search that
we simply do not need.” He added that the Board is
eager to move forward in the area of strategic planning
for the Communities.

Mrs. Tamburrano has 30 years of experience in
continuing care retirement communities. As Vice
President of Operations at The Episcopal Home
Communities, Mrs. Tamburrano managed pre-
construction operations, marketing and launch of 
The Covington, which opened in Aliso Viejo in 2004.

During her tenure at The Episcopal Home
Communities, Mrs. Tamburrano has worked closely
with the Executive Directors at The Kensington, 
The Canterbury and The Covington. She has spent
considerable time on each campus and comes into 
her new position with a strong base of knowledge 
about what makes the Communities tick, individually
and collectively.

Immediately prior to joining The Episcopal Home
Communities as Vice President of Operations, she
served as Regional Executive Director for The Internext
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Martha L. Tamburrano is The Episcopal Home
Communities’ new President and CEO. The
former Vice President of Operations for the
Homes succeeded Kevin Gerber on May 1, 2005.
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Residents, staff and friends of The Episcopal
Home Communities contributed $18,085 to
Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) in

January, to be directed to its South Asia Fund. The sup-
port from TEHC was so generous that it prompted
ERD President Sandra Swan, based in New York, and
West Coast Operations Director Brian Sellers Petersen,
from Seattle, to pay a special thank you visit to The
Canterbury in early March.

Realizing how widespread the sympathy for the 
victims was, the Support Services office offered to 
expedite gifts from The Episcopal Home Communities
family to the relief efforts in South Asia. Episcopal
Relief and Development’s mission aligns closely with
the Homes’ culture of philanthropy, so ERD was
selected as the charity to be endorsed by TEHC.

During January 2005, the Support Services office
for The Episcopal Home Communities collected
dozens of checks, payable to ERD. The outpouring of
contributions was generous. The gifts, totaling $18,085
and ranging from $25 to $10,000, were sent to ERD
specifically to aid the victims of the Dec. 26th tsunami.

Included in the packet of checks to ERD were 
gifts from residents at all three Episcopal Home
Communities, as well as staff and management. 

The Canterbury was the source of $12,700, with 
one check for $10,000 sent from resident Frank Fisher.
Ms. Swan and Mr. Petersen met Mr. Fisher and made 
a presentation to the residents at The Canterbury, out-
lining the efforts of the tsunami relief in general and
the goals of ERD in particular. They expressed grati-
tude to The Episcopal Home Communities, saying 
that the compassion of our residents, staff and friends
would truly make a difference in the world effort.
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The Episcopal Home Communities Raise 
$18,085 in Tsunami Aid

(l to r) Episcopal Relief and Development
President Sandra Swan, with Canterbury resident
Frank Fisher and Kevin Gerber, former President
and CEO for The Episcopal Home Communities.

Congratulations to The Covington 
On Its First Anniversary, June 1, 2005

The Covington celebrated its first birthday on June 1st. 
The residents are busy, with a bustling calendar of activities. The Resident 

Council has completed its first full year of resident governance, and a second election has 
been held for the second year of officers. A wide range of committees are dealing with all areas
of resident life. Recent “block parties” have been held to promote neighborly socializing, with 
a different floor sponsoring the festive evening each month. Covington Health Fair Week was
held from May 23–27. Fitness Coordinator Stephanie Perez planned the Health Fair, which 

educated the residents on diabetes, Alzheimer’s, cancer, arthritis and the heart. Each day 
featured a different health-related issue and included presentations by experts. 

The Covington’s first birthday is an occasion for celebration—
all 155 independent living units are committed.
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Kensington Keepsakes 
Shop Opens

Kensington resident and volunteer Hi Larkins,
with the help of Alhambra Mayor Dan
Arguello, cut the ribbon at the Kensington

Keepsakes Grand Opening on March 10, 2005. 
The resale and consignment store officially opened
at 1656 W. Valley Boulevard on the north side of The
Kensington’s campus. The Grand Opening was orches-
trated by Marsha McNamara, Director of Volunteers 
at The Kensington. The Rev. Laura Queen, Chaplain,
officiated at the blessing of Kensington Keepsakes,
which was attended by about a hundred residents, 
volunteers, staff members and community friends.

Sandra Harmon, a caregiver at The Kensington,
was honored as the staff member who won the company
contest to name the store. Mrs. Larkins, who moved 
to The Kensington last summer, was applauded as 
the first volunteer to work in the store. Kevin Gerber,
former President and CEO of The Episcopal Home
Communities, welcomed Mayor Arguello, who
attended with Alhambra Councilmen Mark Paulson,
Steve Placido and Gary Yamauchi.

Kensington Keepsakes sells used furniture, collect-
ables, jewelry, house wares, accessories and bric-a-brac.
The small shop was formerly a carpet store and has been
refurbished into a bright storefront selling treasures that
have been donated and consigned by residents and
friends of The Episcopal Home Communities. Since
The Episcopal Home Communities is a non-profit
organization, the consignment fees can be considered 
as tax-deductible contributions.

Kensington Keepsakes opened with limited hours
in December and is operated by volunteers, with all
proceeds directed to helping residents in need at The
Kensington. The shop currently is open on Wednesday
and Thursday afternoons from 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturday
mornings from 9:30 to 11:30. For further information,
please call Kensington Keepsakes at (626) 943-9944 or
Marsha McNamara at (626) 576-1032, x251.

On hand for the Grand Opening of Kensington
Keepsakes were (l to r) Betty Brill, former Board
Member for The Episcopal Home Communities
and long-time member of the Kensington
Volunteers; Marcia Richter, President of the
Kensington Volunteers; and Marsha McNamara,
Director of Volunteers.

The ribbon cutting officially opened Kensington
Keepsakes at the Grand Opening celebration. 
(l to r) Councilmembers Gary Yamauchi and
Steve Placido, with Kensington resident and first
store volunteer Hi Larkins, Alhambra Mayor 
Dan Arguello, and Kensington employee Sandra
Harmon, who named Kensington Keepsakes.

Marsha McNamara, Director of Volunteers at 
The Kensington, left, is responsible for the new
Kensington Keepsakes retail and consignment
shop. The Reverend Laura Queen, right, is
Chaplain at The Kensington and performed 
the blessing at the Grand Opening of the store.
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The following individuals and organizations have made gifts to The Episcopal Home Communities since July 2004.
Their gifts enable us to continue our mission of enhancing the lives of older adults through a continuum of excellent care,
services and spiritual enrichment.

All Saints’ Church, 
Beverly Hills

Patty Allen, 
Triangle Decorators

Richard and Theresa Amador
William and Dee Armstrong
Brytain Ashford
Elizabeth R. Austin
Edwin and Dorothea Barnes
Carrie Barto
H.W. and June Beeler
Virginia Acosta Bisagno
Dorothy M. Booth 

Charitable Trust
Myra Borsook
Paulina Borsook
Betty and Richard Brill
Helen and Pete Broge
Joan and Jim Brown
Bill and Nancy Burrows
Sally R. Carroll
Casa Robles 

Nazarene Missionary
Retirement Center

Charo Community
Development Corporation

Chinese American 
Golden Age Association

Cinnamon Design
Cathy Clement
Robert and Janice Corp
The Reverend George

Cummings
Lawrence and Lynne Day
Joel DeGuzman
Robert and Kathy deKarr
DPR Construction, Inc.
Marie Dressler
William Eager
Mary Ann Eldridge
Theresa Elliott
Louanna Law and 

Adria Emberson
The Reverend Ron Erlandson

ExxonMobil
Foundation/Mobil Retiree
Matching Gift Program

Donna Fair
Dan and Mary Feuerlicht
Bill and Sally Francis
Paul and Joyce Fulton
Lewis P. Gabbert
Margaret and James Galbraith
Jane Gannon
Mark and Karen Gardiner
Mary Genis
Kevin Gerber
Andrew and Sondra Geyer
Mrs. Charles Giles
Justine Giles
Maria Gonzalez
Dr. David Gu
Ralph Guarino
Neil Gustafson
The Rev. Canon Edward and

Ruth-Alice Hailwood
Consuelo and Tom Haire
Halcyon Club
Doris Hammond
Nancy Hammond
Mr. and Mrs. William T.

Hammond
Jack and Charlotte Hayes
Rehab Alliance
Robert and Anne Herold
Robert and Marian Hilker
Kenneth D. Hill
Donald D. Hoffman
Eleanor Holley
Hollingsworth & Vose

Company
Deborah and Schuyler

Hollingsworth, Jr.
Sharon Homich
Polly and Huston Horn
Robert E. and Mary W. Howe
Louise V. Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Hunter
I.N. and Susanna H. 

Van Nuys Foundation
Intelisyn
Vern Jahnke

William Kamm
Nicholas L. Kay
Margaret and C.J. King
James Klein
Hedwig M. Kotowski
Nora Jane Kraker
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Krause
Toni C. Lance
Gloria P. Larkin-Cato
Mr. and Mrs. Leland Larson
Eric Lax and Karen Sulzberger,

In Honor of Dorothy Lax
Mary Lejeune
Elizabeth P. Lent
Mrs. Harry P. Letton
Viola E. Levin
Mr. and Mrs. Sol Levy
Craig and Karen Lewis
Robert Lord
David Lorin, Xcel Services
Hanna & Morton LLP, and

Millar, Hodges & Bemis
Emma B. MacGregor
Stephanie Macey, 

Merrill Lynch
Jessie Main Trust
Pat Markovich
Dr. Sue Ellen Martin
Richard and Carol Martin
Mariposa Home Care Services
William and Lisa Mathies
Dorothy and John Matthiessen
Bill McCaffrey
Jeannie A. McCormick Trust
Gregg K. McGinley
Thomas and Nancy

McLaughlin
Marsha McNamara
Isabelle Melkesian
Michelle Mendoza
Merrill Lynch
Marilynn W. Moore, MD
Robert F. and Julia L. Morris
Morrison Senior Dining
Janelle Morton
Margie M. Motley
Mr. Miniblind
Grace Narver
NeighborCare Pharmacies, Inc.

Doug Newell and Robert
Mackay, Image Design
Construction

Joan and Walter Norton
Stacie and Ramon Ocampo
Peter and Annie Overstreet
Rosa Serrano Overstreet, 

in Honor of Elvira Olguin
Lolita Perez
Susan Phifer
Dick Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Pott
Richard & Ann Potter
Brian & Rebecca Prentice
Prevelers Pharmacy and 

Home Care Associates
Rehab Alliance
Larry and Jeannie Ricketts
Frederick and Phyllis Rindge
Arnold L. Rose
Gary Rudolph, Pharm.D.,

President, Primecare
Pharmacy

Alfred Ruttenberg
Mary Sackal, in Honor of

Linda Mezaway
Carol Sackal, in Honor of

Linda Mezaway
Elsie Sadler
Frances Sandoval
Antonio R. Sarabia
Mitchell and Susan Sawasy
Margaret and David

Schumacher
Cathy Schumacher
Tove Scurlock
Anne Shultz
St. Theodore of Canterbury

Episcopal Church
Gary and Deanna Stork
Martha and Angelo

Tamburrano
Sherman and Marge Telleen
The Honorable and Mrs.

David A. Thomas
Robert and Aubrey Thomason
William and Jean Thompson
James and Velma Thrash

The Episcopal Home Communities
Thanks Its Recent Donors
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Dr. Christopher Traughber
Paul & Marilyn Traum
John A. Tucker, Jr.
Mary and Tom Turk
UBS Paine Webber
Union Bank of California
Jane E. Van Houten
VELAH Group LLP
Henry Wade Trust
Betty M. Walters
Mr. and Mrs. William Walton
Martha West
Austin and Mel Weston
Mrs. David Wilson
Kelley and Eugene Woodfin
Dr. and Mrs. James N.

Yamazaki
Miles Yoshisato
Virginia and George Young

In-Kind Gifts
Marilyn Barnett
Richard Bell
Jerry Bowman
Diana Clark
Susie Compton
Christy Cowell
Tim Cunningham
Lynne Day
Sally DeSpain
Joseph Dunn
Jacqueline Dwight

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Forshee
Justine Giles
Catherine Gosenson
Elaine Hanne
Alice Harbeson
Paul Dennis Isley
Frank Karasson
Robert Kline
William Lowe
Jean W. Kerr
Suzi Mori
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Nuss
Sarah Owings
James T. Pott
Mary Sewell
Thomas Smith
Gary Stork
Paul and Marilyn Traum

Memorial Gifts
In Memory of Mary

Mooney Bingham
Carolyn Webster
In Memory of 

Josephine deKarr
William R. Francis
In Memory of 

Violette A. Fisher
Marilyn and Dean Cadwell
Andrew and Mary Frances

Fenady
Bob and Kathy Fisher

Steven R. Fisher
Kathleen Dale Foreman
Barbara and William Klove
Carole Klove
Karin Klove
Pat and Jack LaGuardia
Susan C. Moore
Henry and Margaret Wild
In Memory of Ilo Jacobsen
Nancy Knecht
In Memory of 

Helen F. Kalinger
Dave Kalinger
In Memory of 

Victoria Oatway
Sheila O. Skjeie
In Memory of Grace Pearl
Yvonne Pine
In Memory of 

Marjorie Robinson
Walt and Pat Kuhn
Marlynn Strauss
In Memory of Eve Rowe
Helen L. LiFeber-Rosener
In Memory of 

Marion Ruebel
Mr. and Mrs. Leland Larson
In Memory of 

John M. Sewell
Mary S. Sewell

In Memory of 
Mary Schmillen

Clifford G. Schmillen
In Memory of 

Paul William Schumacher
David and Margaret

Schumacher
In Memory of 

Goldie Steinberg
Judy Rubin
In Memory of Barbara Tison
H.W. Beeler
Herbert and Alice Harbeson
David and Margaret

Schumacher
In Memory of 

Paul F. Wehrle
Beth Wehrle
In Memory of 

Elinor Wheeler
Michael and Sally Collins
Lucy Hoffman
Virginia and Ron Wheeler
In Memory of 

Dr. Robert Whitmore
David and Margaret

Schumacher

The keys to a car that is no longer needed also
may be the keys to a beneficial tax deduction.
That vehicle may be donated to The Episcopal

Home Communities, and is considered a tax-deductible
donation by the Internal Revenue Service. Official
notification tells the donor exactly how much may 
be deducted on his tax return.

In the past few months, cars have been donated 
by residents from all three Communities. Paul and
Marilyn Traum from The Covington and Suzi Mori
from The Kensington both donated cars they no longer
need. Thomas Smith of Lexington, Mass., whose
mother Evelyn Smith was a resident at The Canterbury,
donated his late mother’s car as well. These gifts
will result in substantial tax-deductions for the

donors, while making generous contributions to the
Communities this year.

The procedure is simple and speedy. A telephone
call can result in the pick up of a vehicle within 24
hours. All that are necessary are the keys and a regis-
tration listing the vehicle owner’s name. During a
specified three-hour period, a towing service picks up
the car and initiates the paper work for the donation.
The Episcopal Home Communities is designated as 
the recipient for the proceeds from the sale of the auto-
mobile after it is sold.

Please call The Episcopal Home Communities
Development Office to expedite your gift of a car or
other vehicle. The number is (626) 281-3776, x229.

Keys to Your Car are Keys to a Tax Deduction



community, summer 20056

New Leadership (continued from page 1)

Group (now known as Front Porch) and Executive
Director of Claremont Manor. Prior to that, Mrs.
Tamburrano had served as Executive Director at
Charter Communities’ Hacienda de Monterey in 
Palm Desert, Ca., Villa Gardens in Pasadena, The
Canterbury (from 1985–86), and Salina Presbyterian
Manor in Salina, Kansas.

Mrs. Tamburrano lives in Upland with her
husband, Angelo. Now retired, Mr. Tamburrano
was born and raised in Italy. He became a U.S.
citizen in the 1960s and spent most of his career
as a general contractor. Her daughter Emily will
be a Master of Divinity student in the fall at the
Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley.

Before her promotion to President and CEO, Mrs.
Tamburrano spent nearly three months conducting the
search that named Gretchen Meinke Brickson as The
Kensington’s new Executive Director. Mrs. Tamburrano
said, “I am delighted to continue my work at The
Episcopal Home Communities, and look forward to
the challenge of my new position. My task will be
aided immeasurably by the strong new leadership at
The Kensington. We are all thrilled that Gretchen
Brickson has joined us. Her experience will be a true
gift to this wonderful community. I know the residents’
lives will be enhanced by the knowledge and under-
standing that her expertise brings to The Kensington.”

A resident of Pasadena, Mrs. Brickson comes to
The Kensington with strong professional and academic
qualifications in healthcare for aging adults in the non-
profit sector. Most recently, she was Director of the
Program for All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE)
at Downey Regional Medical Center. PACE is an alter-
native senior care program that promotes independence
among the nursing home eligible population. Mrs.
Brickson was recruited to plan, develop and implement
the program at Downey, based on a national model.

In the neighborhood near The Kensington,
Gretchen Brickson is perhaps best known as the former
Director of the Huntington Senior Care Network at
Huntington Memorial Hospital. The 21-year-old
Huntington Senior Care Network is widely respected as
a resource that promotes health and wellness for older
and disabled adults and their families, through exten-
sive support services. She holds a BA in sociology from
UCLA and both MSW and MBA/MPH degrees from
UC Berkeley.

Mrs. Brickson’s grand-
parents formerly lived 
in Pasadena, and 13 
years ago she moved
there herself when she
married Jack Brickson,
who is Director of
Planned Giving at
Huntington Memorial
Hospital in Pasadena.
They have 10 nieces 
and nephews.

Long interested in
the challenges of offering
a continuum of long-
term care, she believes
that all her previous 
education has led her
here. She said, “I had
wonderful grandparents,
and I have always really

enjoyed people older than me. I look forward to the
prospect of meshing the care in a facility like The
Kensington with the necessary administrative tasks.”

A welcome reception was held in Bloy Hall for
Mrs. Brickson during her first week. The gathering
was attended by more than 100 residents and staff
members. She was serenaded with a song written
especially for the occasion and sung by the Kensington
Choir. During the “induction ceremony” she received
gifts from the Resident Council and Department
Heads, including earplugs, a first aid kit and hairnets,
which she accepted with graceful humor.

Kevin Gerber resigned in late February to become
President and CEO of The Episcopal Homes
Foundation, which operates eight facilities and is 
headquartered in California’s Bay Area. With corporate
offices in Lafayette, California, the Episcopal Homes
Foundation has five full life care facilities stretching
from Monterey to Santa Rosa, plus two HUD afford-
able housing facilities. Total capacity for the five full
life care facilities is 1,318. The Episcopal Homes
Foundation was founded in 1965.

Prior to his departure, Gerber was honored and
thanked for his service by The Kensington, The
Canterbury, The Covington, Support Services and the
Board, at a series of separate special recognition events.

Gretchen Brickson is the
new Executive Director
at The Kensington. The
former director of the
Senior Care Network at
Huntington Memorial
Hospital has extensive
education and experience
in the field of services
for the aging.



The Episcopal Home Communities has 
a long history of philanthropy. From
Deaconess Miller, who first ministered 
to the widows of retired Episcopal priests 
in the 1920s, to Ethel Holt, whose sub-
stantial gift was acknowledged in naming
Holt Hall, and Peggy Thomas, whose
tireless decades of service here are realized
every day when residents and families
gather in Peggy’s Place, volunteers have
provided the backbone of this non-profit
organization. They have given their time
and made monetary contributions, without
which The Episcopal Home Communities

would not be the strong institution it
is today.

The Episcopal Home Communities
welcomes your inquiries about current and
future gifts to the Homes. We are prepared
to assist you and your family by sharing infor-
mation on planned gifts, including bequests,
charitable remainder trusts, charitable gift
annuities and charitable lead trusts. Many
planned gifts can result in substantially more
income for you during your lifetime.

If you have questions, please call the
Development Office at (626) 281-3776,
x229 or email jmorton@episcopalhome.org.

Philanthropy Built The Episcopal
Home Communities

The Board of Directors
Lawrence Day
Chairman
H. Robert Herold, II
Vice Chairman
Nancy McLaughlin
Secretary
William J. McCaffrey, Jr.
Treasurer
Dr. Pauline Abbott
Brytain Ashford
Margaret R. Galbraith
Schuyler Hollingsworth, Jr.
Polly Horn
John Logan Hunter
Dr. Mitchell Maki
William A. Mathies
Elsie Sadler
The Hon. David Thomas
John Tucker
The Rev. Anne M. Tumilty
Austin Weston

The Rev. George Cummings
President Emeritus

Ex Officio
The Rev. Sarah Belknap

Martha L. Tamburrano
President/CEO

Resident Representatives
Doris Hammond, 

The Kensington
Arnold Rose, 

The Canterbury
Robert Morris, 

The Covington

Associate Board Members
Ranney G. Adams
Edwin A. Barnes
William Burrows
Linda Harris
Mary Lejeune
Gregg K. McGinley
Thomas H. McLaughlin
Sherman Telleen
Peggy Thomas

Other Officers
James Rothrock
Vice President of
Finance /CFO
J. Patrick Whaley, Esq.
Assistant Secretary, Of Counsel

Writer
Janelle Morton
Director of Development

Design
Cinnamon Design

Name (as it should appear in donor listings).

Address

City State Zip

Telephone Number E-mail Address

■■ I wish to make a gift of $
■■ I have enclosed a check payable to The Episcopal Home Communities.
■■ Please charge my donation to: ■■  Visa  ■■  MasterCard

■■ I wish to make a pledge of $ , to be paid
■■ Please contact me about making a gift of securities through a broker.
■■ Please contact me regarding planned giving opportunities.
■■ Please designate my gift in memory of/ in honor of: 

Janelle Morton, Director of Development
The Episcopal Home Communities
1609 W. Valley Blvd., Ste. 328, Alhambra, California 91803
(626) 281-3776  x229     jmorton@episcopalhome.org

Card number Exp. Date

Name on card Signature

✃

Have you considered The Episcopal Home Communities in your estate plans?
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Plan to attend The Episcopal Home Communities’

2005 Gala!

Hollywood Nights
Reaching for the Stars at The Kensington

Thursday, September 22, 2005
6:30 to 10:30 p.m.

Featuring dazzling entertainment, cinemagraphic food, and a starry silent auction.
$75 per person.

For additional information, please call Janelle Morton at (626) 281-3776, x229,
or email jmorton@episcopalhome.org.
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